
 THE CITY OF VAUGHAN 
 

 BY-LAW 

 
 BY-LAW NUMBER 52-2014 
 
A By-law to amend City of Vaughan By-Law 53-2002, as amended. 
 
WHEREAS The Corporation of the City of Vaughan deems it advisable to pass a further amendment to Animal 

Control By-Law 53-2002, as amended: 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Corporation of the City of Vaughan ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The DEFINITIONS section of Animal Control By-law 53-2002, amended (hereinafter the “Animal 

Control By-law”) is hereby further amended by adding the following definitions in alphabetical 

sequence: 

“Animal” means all species of fauna excluding humans, fish and aquatic invertebrates. 

“At large” means to be found in any place other than the owner’s property and not under the control 

of any person. 

“Attractants” means any substance which could be reasonably expected to attract a wild animal or 

animals or does attract wild animals, strays, feral or abandoned animals.  

“Attack” means an assault resulting in bleeding, bone breakage, sprains, serious bruising, or multiple 

injuries, or death  

“Bite” means the breaking, puncturing or bruising of the skin of a person or a domestic animal 

caused by the tooth or teeth of a dog, and “bitten” has a corresponding meaning. 

“Director” means the Director of By-law & Compliance, or his or her designate. 

“Leg Hold Trap” means devices that are designed to capture an animal for which they are set by the 

leg or the foot. 

“Menacing Dog” means a dog that, without provocation, has approached or chased any person or 

domestic animal in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, including but not limited to 

aggressive behaviours such as growling or snarling, or a dog that has otherwise demonstrated a 



propensity or disposition to attack without provocation persons or domestic animals.  

“OSPCA” means the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  

“OSPCA Act” means the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, R.S.O. 1990, 

c.O.36, as amended or replaced from time to time. 

“Pet Shop” means a place where animals for use as pets are sold or kept for sale. 

“Premises” means the property owned or occupied by the owner of an animal, and where the owner 

has exclusive possession of part of a building or property, that portion of the property of which the 

owner has exclusive possession.  

“Self-Sustaining” means an animal population that is viable in captivity without further genetic 

influence from the wild.  

“Service Animal” means an animal identifiable by a harness and trained by a recognized school for 

service as a guide dog for the blind or visually-impaired, a guide dog for the deaf or hearing-impaired, 

or special skills dog for other disabled persons and includes an animal used in therapy, registered 

with a recognized organization for that purpose.  

“Supervisor” means the supervisor of the Animal Services unit of the City and includes his or her 

designate.  

“Topper” means an enclosed compartment when coupled with a cargo bed of a vehicle. 

“Wild Animal” or “Wildlife” means an animal of a wild nature or disposition or animal that is not 

normally kept as a household pet. 

2. The definition of “Animal Control Officer” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law 

is hereby further amended by adding the phrase “and includes the Animal Services Supervisor” after 

the first reference to the word “City”. 

3. The definition of “Cat” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted 

and replaced with: “means a feline of any breed of domesticated cat or cross-breed domesticated cat, 

male or female”. 

4. The definition of “Dog” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted 

and replaced with: “means a canine of any breed of domesticated dog or cross-breed domesticated 

dog, male or female”. 



5. The definition of “Dropper” in the DEFINTIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted. 

6. The definition of “Dwelling Unit” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

further amended by deleting the phrase “and having a private entrance from outside or from a 

common hallway or stairway inside and which is located in a residentially zoned part of the City”. 

7. The definition of “Enclosed Pen” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

further amended by removing the word “Poundkeeper” and replacing it with the word “Director”. 

8. The definition of “Guide Dog” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted and replaced with: “means a dog trained and certified for a guide for the blind, hearing 

impaired, or other handicap, and used as such”.  

9. The definition of “Leash” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted 

and replaced with: “means a restraining device attached to the collar or harness worn by a dog and of 

sufficient strength to restrain the dog”. 

10. The definition of “Microchip Implant” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is 

hereby deleted and replaced with: “means an approved Canadian standard encoded identification 

device implanted into an animal, which contains a unique code that permits or facilitates access to 

owner information, including the name and address of the owner of the animal”.  

11. The definition of “Muzzled” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted and replaced with: 

“Muzzle” means a basket-style covering device of adequate strength over the mouth of a dog to 

prevent the dog from biting. 

12. The definition of “Owner” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted 

and replaced with: “means any person who possesses or harbors an animal, and where the Owner is 

a minor, the person responsible for the custody of the minor, and includes a person who is temporarily 

the keeper or in control of the animal and the word “owns” and “owned” has a similar meaning”;  



 

13. The definition of “Pit Bull” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted and replaced with: 

“Pit Bull” includes: 

i) a pit bull terrier; 

ii) a Staffordshire bull terrier; 

iii) an American Stafford shire terrier; 

iv) an American pit bull terrier; 

v) a dog that has an appearance and physical characteristics that are substantially 

similar to those of dogs referred to in clauses (i) to (iv). 

14. The definition of “Police Work Dog” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is 

hereby deleted and replaced with: “means a dog trained for and actually engaged in law enforcement 

for the police or other person duly appointed as a peace officer”.  

15. The definition of “Poundkeeper” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted. 

16. The definition of “Racing Pigeon” and “Racing Pigeon Club” in the DEFINITIONS section of the 

Animal Control By-law are hereby deleted. 

17. The definition of “Sanitary” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted and replaced with: “means a condition that does not result in an accumulation of fecal matter, 

odour, insect infestation, or rodent attractants, or which may endanger the health of any person or 

animal”. 

18. The definition of “Tag” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further 

amended be adding the word “registration” in between the word “a” and “disc”, by removing the word 

“furnished” replacing it with the word “issued”, and by removing the phrase “as hereinafter provided”. 

19. The definition of “Valid Rabies Certificate” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-

law is hereby deleted and replaced with: “means an up to date certificate issued by a licensed 

veterinarian, certifying that the dog or cat has been immunized and verifying that it will be current on 

the date of application for a license or renewal license”. 



20. The definition of “Vicious Dog” in the DEFINITIONS section of the Animal Control By-law is hereby 

deleted and replaced with: “means a dog which, without provocation, has attacked, bitten, or caused 

physical injury to a person or a domestic animal”. 

21. Part 1 subsection (5) of the Animal Control by-law is hereby deleted. 

22. Part 2 subsection (1) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase 

“on identification for each” and replace it with: “a license and tag for each”. 

23. Part 2 subsection (3) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the phrase 

“license and” in between the words “a” and “tag”. 

24. Part 3 subsection (1) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following 

phrase at the end of the subsection:  “or to trespass on any public or private property”. 

25. Part 3 subsection (2) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted and replaced with: 

“(2) For the purpose of this Section, a dog shall not be considered to be at large if the 

dog is within a City designated off-leash zone within the City and the owner or keeper 

of the dog has accompanied the dog to the off-leash zone”. 

26. Part 3 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following subsection in 

numerical sequence: 

“(3.1) Every dog owner shall comply with the following provisions when in an off-leash zone: 
  

i) No dog under the age of four months is permitted; 
ii) No dog shall be left unattended; 
iii) Dog owners must carry a leash for each dog at all times; 
iv) Dog owners shall be limited to 3 dogs per visit;  
v) Dog owners shall not bring any biting or menacing dog or pitbull; 
vi) Dogs shall be spayed or neutered.” 

 
 
27. Part 4 subsection (1) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase 

“over the age of 12 weeks” in between the words “dogs” and “that”. 

28. Part 4 subsection (2) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by inserting the phrase 

“over the age of 12 weeks” in between the words “cats” and “that”. 

29. Part 4 subsection (5) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase 

“Director of Enforcement Services” and replacing it with “Director”. 

30. Part 6 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby repealed and replaced with: 

 



“PART 6 VICIOUS AND MENACING DOGS 

(1) No owner shall permit the dog to bite or attack without provocation a person or domestic 

animal. 

(2) Where the Director is informed upon complaint and confirms that a dog is a vicious dog or a 

menacing dog, the Director may serve an Order upon the dog owner requiring the owner to 

comply with any or all of the following provisions: 

i) Keep a muzzle and a leash on the dog at all times, including when it is on the 

premises of the owner, with the exception of when it is kept in an enclosed pen or 

within the owner’s dwelling unit; 

ii) Keep the dog restrained when it is on the premises of the owner so as to prevent the 

dog to go beyond the boundaries of the premises or certain portions of the premises; 

iii) Keep the dog on only certain portions of the premises of the owner; 

iv) Only permit certain persons to have care and control of the dog when outside the 

premises of the owner; 

v) Have a microchip implanted in the dog and proof of the implantation provided to the 

Director; 

vi) Have the dog sterilized and proof of the sterilization provided to the Director; 

vii) Provide an immunization record of the dog to the Director; 

viii) Post a “Beware of Dog” sign at the entrance of the premises of the owner in a 

conspicuous place; 

ix) Prohibit the breeding or permitting the breeding of the dog; 

x) Notify the Director within 48 hours of any changes to the residency or ownership of 

the dog; 

xi) Notify the Director within 48 hours of the death of the dog; and  

xii) Any other requirement prescribed by the Director to protect the public interest. 

(3) The Order shall include a statement that the owner of the dog may appeal the Order to the 

Hearings Officer. 

 



(4) The Order may be served on the owner personally, but where the Order cannot be served 

personally, the Order may be served: 

i) by serving it to an apparently adult person on the owner’s property; 

ii) by posting it in a conspicuous place upon some part of the owner’s property and by 

sending a copy by ordinary mail, which shall be deemed to have been served on the 

7th day after mailing; or 

iii) by sending it by prepaid registered mail to the owner at the address where he or she 

resides, where it shall be deemed to have been served on the 5th day after mailing. 

(5) The owner of a dog may request an appeal of the Order to the Hearings Officer by making a 

request in writing to the Director and paying the applicable appeal fee as prescribed by the 

Fees and Charges By-law within 15 days of being served with the Order.  Where the owner 

does not request an appeal, the Order is final and binding. 

 

(6) A request for an appeal does not act as a stay of the Order. 

(7) Upon receipt of the appeal request, the Director shall convene a hearing before the Hearings 

Officer and shall give the owner of the dog at least seven (7) days written notice of the 

hearing. 

(8) The Hearings Officer shall conduct the appeal pursuant to the Statutory Powers and 

Procedures Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. S.22, as amended. 

(9) The Hearings Officer may confirm, vary, or rescind the Order. 

(10) The Hearings Officer shall provide a decision to the Director and the owner of the dog within 

7 days of the hearing. 

(11) The decision of the Hearings Officer is final and binding. 

(12)  No person shall fail to comply with an Order.” 

31. Part 7 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase “PROHIBITED 

DOGS” in the heading and replacing it with “PIT BULLS”. 

32. Part 7 subsection (2) (a) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by inserting the 

phrase “in Ontario” in between the words “owned” and “on”. 



33. Part 8 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by replacing the phrase 

“TRESPASSING OF ANIMALS” in the heading and replacing it with “EXCREMENT”. 

34. Part 8 subsection (1) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted. 

35. Part 8 subsection (2) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase “, 

harbours, or possesses”.  

36. Part 9 subsection (2) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase 

“Senior Manager of By-law Enforcement” and replacing it with “poundkeeper”. 

37. Part 10 subsection (1) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted and replaced with: 

“(1) No person shall keep or harbor a pigeon on any lands unless a license has been issued by 

the Chief Licensing Officer”. 

38. Part 10 of the Animal Control by-law is hereby amended by adding the following subsection in 

numerical sequence: 

“(1.1) The applicant shall complete a licence application, file any information as may be required by 

the Chief Licensing Officer and pay the required fee as se out in the City’s Fees and Charges 

By-law.” 

39. Part 10 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby amended by adding the following subsection in 

numerical sequence: 

“(1.2) The Chief Licensing Officer shall not issue a license unless the applicant is a member of the 

Canadian Racing Pigeon Union or the Canadian Pigeon Fanciers’ Association.” 

40. Part 10 subsection (2) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted and replaced with the following: 

“(2)  A maximum of 60 pigeons may be kept on a lot.” 

41. Part 10 subsection (3) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby amended by deleting the word “Section” 

and replacing it with the word “Subsection”, and by deleting the word “racing”. 

42. Part 10 subsection (4) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted and replaced with: 

“(4) Pigeons shall be banded with an identifying leg band issued by the Canadian Racing Pigeon 

Union or the Canadian Pigeon Fanciers’ Association.” 

43. Part 10 subsection (5) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted. 

 



44. Part 10 subsection (6) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase 

“All owners of pigeons are to keep the pigeons enclosed” and replacing it with the phrase “Pigeons 

shall be kept enclosed.” 

45. Part 10 subsection (7) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the phrase 

“Every owner shall ensure that all coops” and replacing it with the phrase “Pigeon coops shall.” 

46. Part 10 subsection  (9) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted and replaced with the following: 

“Pigeon coops shall be located in a rear yard not less than 3 meters from the property line, and 10 

metres from any dwelling unit other than the owner’s dwelling unit.” 

47. Part 10 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following subsection in 

numerical sequence: 

“(10) The Chief Licensing Officer shall refuse to issue, renew or may suspend a licence where the 

Chief Licensing Officer is of the opinion that: 

i) The issuance or the holding of  license would be contrary to the public interest in 

respect of 

1) The health and safety of any person or animal; or  

2) A nuisance affecting any land or person in Vaughan; 

ii) Any application or other document provided to the Chief Licensing Officer or on 

behalf of the applicant contains a false statement, or provides false information; 

iii) The applicant does not meet all the requirements of this By-law or any other City By-

law.” 

48. Part 10 of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following subsection in 

numerical sequence: 

 “(11) Where the Chief Licensing Officer has refused to issue, renew or has suspended a 

license, the applicant may appeal to the Hearings Officer in accordance with procedures 

established by Licensing By-law 315-2005, as amended.” 

49. Part 11 subsection (3) (a) is hereby deleted. 

50. Part 11 subsection (3) (f) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by deleting the 

phrase “secondary school, junior high school, and pre-school”. 



 

51. Part 11 subsection 3(h) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the word 

“Columbiformes” in between the words “Galliformes” and “and”. 

52. Part 11 subsection 3(j) of the Animal Control By-law is hereby deleted and replaced with: 

“(j) areas of the City in which professionally produced films are being made by film professionals 

and film production companies and only during temporary filming, or in circuses where 

animals are kept for performances for a temporary period, provided that: 

i) The exhibitor or the owner of such animals is a member of, and accredited by either 

the Canadian Association of Zoos and Aquaria (CAZA) or the American Zoo and 

Aquarium Association, or is otherwise licensed by an appropriate authority; 

ii) Such animals have been inspected and approved by an authorized Ontario SPCA 

Agent, within 7 days of the exhibit or performance; 

iii) Such animals are used or kept in a place that has protective devices which are 

adequate to prevent such animal from escaping or injuring the public; and 

iv) Such animals are provided with a species-appropriate living environment while in the 

City of Vaughan.” 

53. The Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following Part in numerical 

sequence: 

“PART 11.1 UNATTENDED ANIMALS 

(1) The owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal is not left unattended while tethered or 

tied on premises where the public has access, whether the access is expressed or implied. 

(2) The owner of an animal left unattended in a motor vehicle shall ensure that: 

i) The animal is restrained in a manner that prevents contact between the animal and 

any member of the public;  

ii) The animal has suitable ventilation; and 

iii) The animal is not exposed to extreme temperatures which can cause distress and/or 

death.” 

 



54. The Animal Control By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following Part in numerical 

sequence: 

“PART 11.2 SECURING ANIMALS IN VEHICLES 

(1) No person shall allow an animal to be outside of the passenger cab of a motor 

vehicle on a roadway, regardless of whether the motor vehicle is moving or parked. 

(2)  Notwithstanding Part 11.2, Section (1), a person may allow an animal to be outside the 

passenger cab of a motor vehicle, including riding in the back of a pick-up truck or flatbed 

truck if the animal is: 

i) In a fully enclosed trailer; 

ii) In a topper enclosing the bed area of a truck; 

iii) Contained in a ventilated kennel or similar device securely fastened to the bed of the 

truck; or 

iv) Securely tethered in such a manner that it is not standing on bare metal, cannot 

jump or be thrown from the vehicle, is not in danger of strangulation, and cannot 

reach beyond the outside edges of the vehicle. 

55. The Animal Control By-law is hereby amended by adding the following part in numerical sequence: 

“PART 11.3 PET SHOPS 

(1) Every Pet Shop must obtain dogs and cats from only the following sources: 

i) Municipal animal shelters; 

ii) Registered humane societies; or 

iii) Registered shelters or rescue groups. 

56. The Animal Care By-law is hereby amended by adding the following Part in numerical sequence: 

“PART 11.4 FEEDING OF WILDLIFE 

(1) No person shall intentionally feed a wild animal or leave food or attractants of any type or in 

any form out of doors in such a manner as to attract, or be accessible   by a wild animal, feral 

or stray domestic animal on private or public property. 

(2) Subsection 1 does not apply to the feeding of song birds on a property, provided  the 

following feeding requirements are met by the resident: 



i) Seed is placed in a bird feeding device that is sufficiently above grade as to not 

attract or be accessible by wild animals;  

ii) Bird feeding practices do not attract large flock of homing birds such as wild, feral or 

domestic pigeons; and 

iii) Spillage of seed upon the ground is removed by the property owner or resident 

forthwith and disposed of in such a manner that it does not attract wild animals, feral 

or stray domestic animals. 

(3)  Subsection (1) does not apply in the following situations: 

i) The leaving of food as bait in a trap by a property owner or resident to capture a 

nuisance animal inhabiting or habituating their property pursuant to the Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997, S.O.1997, c.41. 

ii) The leaving of food as bait by a licensed trapper, an employee of a licensed wildlife 

or pest control agency, a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, an Ontario Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Agent, or York Regional Police Officer in the 

performance of their duties. 

iii) The leaving of food for a colony of stray or feral cats for the purpose of trap, neuter 

or spay and release program approved by the Supervisor. 

57. The Animal Care By-law is hereby further amended by adding the following part in numerical 

sequence: 

“PART 11.5 LEG HOLD TRAPS 

(1) Unless otherwise permitted by law, no person shall leave a leg hold or foot hold trap in any 

place where it may reasonably capture any animal. 

 

(2)    Unless otherwise permitted by law, no person shall capture any animal by means of a leg 

hold or foot trap. 

58. The Animal Control By-law is hereby amended by deleting Schedule “A” and replacing it with 

Attachment “1” to this By-law. 

 



59. The Animal Control By-law is hereby amended by deleting Schedule “B” and replacing it with 

Attachment “2” to this By-law. 

 
Enacted by City of Vaughan Council this 8th day of April, 2014. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  

Jeffrey A. Abrams, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Authorized by Item No. 24 of Report No. 32 
of the Committee of the Whole 
Adopted by Vaughan City Council on 
June 25, 2013. 
 
Authorized by Item No. 1 of Report No. 4 
of the Committee of the Whole (Working Session) 
Adopted by Vaughan City Council on 
January 28, 2014. 










